ADOPTED - MARCH 10, 2020

AGENDA ITEM NO. 21
Introduced by the County Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE PROCEEDING TO CLOSE PERMANENT CONSERVATION EASEMENT DEEDS ON VANDERMEER, ROGERS, LAUNSTEIN AND AREND TRUST
RESOLUTION #20 – 94

WHEREAS, Ingham County desires to provide for the effective long-term protection and preservation of farmland and open space in Ingham County from the pressure of increasing residential and commercial development; and
WHEREAS, by Resolution #04-210, Ingham County established an Agricultural Preservation Board (currently known as the Farmland and Open Space Preservation Board), charged with reducing sprawl and encouraging wise land use by purchasing development rights from owners of undeveloped rural land who might otherwise be forced by economic circumstances to develop their land; and
WHEREAS, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners established promoting environmental protection, smart growth and conservation as overarching and long term priorities; and
WHEREAS, the Ingham County Farmland and Open Space Preservation Board has scored and ranked all applications received for the 2018 cycle and of which, said rankings were approved by Resolution #19-013; and
WHEREAS, the Ingham County Purchasing Department negotiated prices to be paid for the Conservation Easement Deeds through a “Bid” process; and
WHEREAS, the Ingham County Farmland and Open Space Preservation Board has funding in place to close Permanent Conservation Easement Deeds on all properties.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners approves proceeding to close on the Vandermeer, Rogers, Launstein and Arend Trust properties at a price not to exceed the amount listed in the chart below:

Landowner Name           Acreage                                   Easement Value       

Vandermeer                        105.2                                      $ 160,000.00


Rogers                                150.6                                      $ 245,000.00

Launstein                            86.65                                      $105,000.00

Arend Trust                        182.8                                      $604,000.00 (Federal Match                                        $218,400.00; State Match $285,600.00)

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Chairperson of the Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized to sign any necessary contract documents on behalf of the County after approval as to form by the County Attorney. 
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Sebolt, Celentino, Grebner, Stivers, Maiville, Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Koenig     Approved  03/03/2020

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Morgan, Grebner, Crenshaw, Polsdofer, Schafer, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Tennis     Approved  03/04/2020

